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This presentation will address: 

1. The differences between high school and college

2. The importance of the connections students can 

make with college faculty, support services and 

other students

3. A three-step strategy to facilitate those connections



A very important fact that 

beginning college students 

should be aware of is that . . .

. . . their freshman year in 

college will NOT be 13th

grade.



The following slides identify 

crucial differencesbetween high 

school and college. Each slide is 

followed by direct quotations 

from students asked to describe 

these differences. 



Academic expectations are not always high, and 

good grades can often be obtained with minimum 

effort, especially for bright students who have 

discovered they donôt have to expend much effort to 

earn high grades. 

\

In College . . .
Academic expectations are much higher, and 

minimum effort usually produces poor grades.

In High Schoolé

In 



ÅñHomework was a big thing in high school and 

counted for a lot of points. In college your 

grades are based on tests, not homework.ò

ÅñIn high school, you were a dork if you got 

good grades and cared about what was going on 

in your classes. In college, youôre a dork if you 

donôt.ò

ÅñEven if I didnôt pass the tests

in high school, I could still 

pass the class as long as I did 

my homework.ò



In High School . . .
Teacher-student contact is close and frequent 

in classes that usually meet 5 days a week. 

Teachers are very accessible.

In College . . .
Classes meet less oftenðsometimes only 

once a weekðand faculty are usually 

available only during their office hours or by 

appointment.



ñCollege professors 

arenôt as personable 

as high school teachers. 

I could stop into my high 

school teachersô offices and sit 

there for 30 minutes to just 

hang out.ò



In High School . . .
The teacher prepares a lesson plan and uses it to tell 

students how to prepare for the next class period (e.g., 

ñBe sure to read Chapter 3 in your textbook.ò or 

ñDonôt forget to study for tomorrowôs test.ò)

In College . . .
The instructor prepares a syllabus, distributes and 

discusses it on the first day of the class, and then 

expects students to read and follow the syllabus 

without having to be reminded about what will be done 

or what assignment is due during the next class period.



Å ñCollege teachers donôt tell you what youôre 

supposed to do. They just expect you to do it. 

High school teachers tell you about five times 

what you are supposed to do.ò

Å ñCollege teachers expect their students to read 

the syllabus and the classroom is set up to 

where it is sink or swim. Do the 

work or fail. High school teachers 

reminded us about the deadlines for 

our projects everyday and tried to help

us if we were struggling.ò



In High School . . .
Students are assigned daily homework, which teachers 

collect and check to insure that assigned work is being 

done. For example, a term paper will require many 

intermediate steps before the final paper is submitted.

In College . . .
Instructors assume students have learned how to ñkeep 

upò with their assignments in high school and can be 

trusted to do course work without being constantly 

reminded or assigned ñbusy workò homework.



Å ñHigh school teachers assist you more. 
They kind of hold your hand and make 

sure you get everything done.ò

Å ñHigh school teachers go over all the 

material. College teachers expect you to 

learn it on your own.ò



In High School . . .
Parents, teachers, and counselors give advice to and 

often make decisions for students. Students must 

abide by their parentsô boundaries and restrictions. 

In College . . .
Students must learn to rely on themselves and begin 

to experience the results of their own good and bad 

decisions. It is their responsibility to seek advice 

when they need it and to set their own restrictions.



Å ñYou didnôt have to do reading assignments 

in high school because your teachers taught 

you everything you had to know for tests. In 

college, if you donôt do your homework, you 

have no crutch to lean on. You are on your 

own in college classes.ò

Å ñCollege is learning to do it yourself.ò



In High School . . .
Teachers often contact parents if problems occur. 

Parents are expected to help students in times of 

crisis.

In College . . .
Students have much more freedom, and must take 

responsibility for their own actions. Parents may not 

be aware that a crisis has occurred because the 

Federal Educational Rights and Privacy Act 

(FERPA) protects their sonsô and daughtersô privacy.



ñThe most important thing Iôve learned 

since I have been in college is that itôs 

time for me to step out of the purgatory 

between my teenage years and 

adulthood and to take some 

responsibility for my life.ò 



In High School . . .
There are distractions from school work, but 

these are at least partially controlled by rules 

at school and home (e.g., curfews, dress 

codes, and enforced study hours).

In College . . .
Many distractions exist. Time management 

and the ability to prioritize become absolutely

essentialsurvival skills for college students.



V ñWe just donôt have as much time to do 

assignments as we did in high 

school because a lot more 

material is covered in a 

much shorter amount of time.ò 

V ñEven though you may not be in class as long 

as in high school, the amount of time you have 

to put in to complete the assigned work is 

doubled, even tripled.ò



Successful college freshmen 

are those who live up to 

faculty expectations by acting 

as responsible adult learners.



How Teacher-student Relationships 

Differ from High School to College

In high school, it is the responsibility of teachers to 
make sure that students learn.

In college, it is the responsibility of faculty to 
provide students with an environment in which to 
learn, but it is the studentôs responsibility to take 
advantage of this environment. 

This is a natural part of the healthy transition from

passive learner  Ą active learner.



Student-faculty interaction is positively 

correlated with the following aspects of 

student success.

Vcollege satisfaction

Vpersistence (not dropping out)

Vacademic performance (GPA)

Vgraduation

Vgraduation with honors

Venrollment in graduate or professional school



Three Easy Steps to 

Connect with Your Professors



Step #1

Get Noticed...
éin a positivemanner is to help 

that instructor form the impression 

that you are an active, interested, 

responsible, and motivated student. 



Some ways to get noticed 

as a ñgoodò college student.

VRead and understand the class syllabus.

VFollow the directions in the syllabus.

VCome to class.

VCome to class on time.

VCome to class prepared.

VParticipate actively in class. 

VAsk questions about unclear material.

VTake advantage of your professorsô office hours.



Some ways to get noticed as a 

ñnot-so-goodò college student.

VCarry on side conversations with your fellow 
students during class.

VLet your cell phone ring in class orðworse yetð
take a call and carry on a conversation in class.

VText under your desk (yes, we see youé)

VSit in the back of the classroom when there are 
empty chairs in front (we see you there,too.)

VBehave as if you are bored by what your teacher is 
trying to teach (e.g., read the newspaper or text-
message in class).

VPack up your books noisily before class is over.



Step #2

Perform Well
é which means earning high grades 

on tests, producing written work that 

is professional in both content and 

appearance, and speaking in a clear 

and articulate manner. 

.

Ahem..



Students who perform well 

are those whoé

VAre savvyĄ rather than clueless.

Vknow what your teachers expect you to do and then 
actually follow through and do it

Vseek help when you need it

VWork hard Ą rather than be a slacker.

Vdonôt just do the minimum required to pass the class make 
it a point to work harder than your classmates

VAssume an active role in the learning processĄ

VRather than sitting back and passively expect to be taught 
become actively involved in the teaching-learning process 
learning is not a spectator sport



Stage #3

Just Do It!
Get involved with faculty, 

staff, other students:

Serve as a Tutor

Serve as a Club or Organization Officer

Serve as a Work-Study Student 

Join GCC Student Government

Form Study Groups in your classes


