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           BITs and Pieces             

Guest Chefs this Issue ~ Rachelle Hall/Gary Marrer 

Department News ~ New employees for fall: 

I'm sure most of you are already aware Steve 

Clayden will be joining us from Gateway 

Committee College this fall as a new GCC CIS 

instructor.   We look forward to using Steve's 

expertise in technology and gaming as the CIS 

piece of the department moves forward. 

We're also planning the addition of two new full-

time faculty members (Accounting and Marketing) 

this fall. Although decisions the final decisions are 

yet to be made, both hiring committees have 

concluded their interviews and the micro-teach 

sessions and will hopefully have faculty ready for 

us in the spring at the latest.  Thanks to those 

involved in these hiring committees.  If you are 

interested in participating in a hiring committee in 

the future please let me know. 

Office Moves ~ (A refresh) If you haven’t been 

in the office this summer, you may need to 

complete the circle a couple times to find 

everyone. Here are the new locations for 

everyone.  

Gary Marrer ~ 01-126 

Rachelle Hall ~ 01-118 

Janet Brooks ~ 01-119 

Bill Stewart ~ 01-116 

Beth Berry ~ 01-120 

Steve Clayden ~ O1-108 

Sheryl Benavides ~ D-107 – GCCN 

 

 In addition, we've been working hard to try to 

secure the student area on the second of the B 

building as a new BIT Conference Room (2nd Floor B 

Building – formerly student area).  The conference 

room will be used by faculty and staff of the IT, the 

GCC Business Club, the BIT Gamers club (new) and 

Rotaract (Rotary Club site for College Students).  

We are also planning to have various speakers 

present to students on Fridays in the BIT 

Conference Room starting in the second semester.  

The room will be equipped with 

telecommunications equipment, speaker phone and 

conference table for several people to meet or 

attend remote meetings and webinars. Sally (via 

R25) will handle all reservations. 

Google Platform ~ There has been a lot of 

conversation and email communication regarding 

the college moving over to Google Mail this fall. 

Over the summer, both Beth and Rachelle were 

early adopters to test the system. The transition 

was very smooth and, if I can say, a blessing over 

web mail.  Most of us will be converted to Google 

mail on August 6th with folders migrated from the 

old system.  Many of us have already started using 

the Google Calendar tool and made our calendars 

public for all to see.  There'll be many training 

sessions conducted out of the CLTE during the week 

of accountability to get your skills up to date using 

the Google product line. 

Breathe Easy Tobacco Free ~ July 1 is here 

folks and Maricopa campuses are now tobacco free. 

Watch your email for TIPS on how you can help 

Maricopa honor its Tobacco Free commitment by 

encouraging and educating those who struggle to 
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comply after July 1st.  For more information on how 

you can help, please review the information on the 

Breathe Easy Guidelines.  

RFP Update –  

Yes, it is that time of year again when we all get to 

fret over overloads and if this online class or that 

structure class is going to exceed the infamous 

administrative approval.  Here's the latest and 

greatest from the brand-new RFP which defines 

exactly what is an acceptable overload… 

Overload Assignments During the Contract Year  
During the contract year, Faculty may not exceed seven and 
one half (7.5) overload hours (teaching) per semester in 
addition to their regular base contract. College presidents or 
designee(s) may approve additional paid nonteaching hours 
under unusual circumstances not to exceed twenty-five (25.0) 
load hours per semester for the total workload (teaching and 
non-teaching). Additions to the faculty contract for duties for 
teaching and non-teaching special services contract 
assignments are included in this limit and are considered to be 
above the regular base contract of fifteen (15.0) load hours per 
semester. Faculty members who are assigned additional 
overload hours will need to comply with reporting 
requirements. For Department/Division Chairs, overload 
assignments beyond the regular base contract are subject to 
the provisions of Appendix D, Section D.1.3. 
 
It is the intent of this policy to assure maximum instructional 

capabilities and to assist Faculty in their professional 

endeavors; therefore, load limitations listed above shall include 

any combination of teaching assignments, Service Faculty 

assignments, and/or community service (noncredit) 

assignments. 

Please look at your schedules and if you think a class 

may sneak up on you and cause you load to be 

exceeded, please let us know.  If you want to make 

a last minute emergency class or room change, let 

Gary know as soon as possible. 

Fall 2012 Semester ~~ Mark your calendars 

for the fall accountability meetings. Here is the final 

version of the Week of Accountability BIT schedule: 

Monday – 8/13 

7:30 – 8:00 a.m. 

Breakfast SU 

8:00 – 10:00 a.m. 

Convocation SU 

10:00 – 11:00 a.m. 

Res. Faculty Mtg. SU-104 

Tuesday – 8/14 

9:00 – 11:00 a.m. 

CIS105 Mtg. B-102 

11:30 – 1:30 p.m. 

Business Dept. Mtg. B201 

7:00 – 9:00 p.m. 

CIS105 Mtg. B-102 

Wednesday – 8/15 

10:00 – 11:00 a.m. 

Accounting Mtg. B-106 

Wednesday – 8/15 

1:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. 

BPC/CIS Mtg. B-205 

Thursday – 8/16 

6:00 – 7:30 p.m. 

BIT Adjunct Mtg. B-207 

 

A Tribute - 

Many of us remember Donald Ulm as a person who 

was not only a great friend but also a great teacher 

and also a great coach. Last fall, an athlete study 

hall was created under the GCC stadium.  With 

alumni dollars and the work of GCC employees, 

student athletes were tutored by their coaches to 

improve your success in the classroom.  This fall we 

intend on having a picture of Don Ulm in this room 

identifying his contribution to GCC student 

athletics.  During this celebration we intend on 

inviting past faculty and staff and celebrate 

together accomplishments of the GCC BIT 

Department over the last 40 years.  As part of the 

celebration, will be taking pictures of our retirees 

and posting them on the wall in the new be BIT 

conference room. 

Your help… 

With the courses BIT is offering via dual enrollment 

increasing each semester, we will need instructors 

to act as peer evaluators at local high schools.  If 

http://www.maricopa.edu/publicstewardship/governance/adminregs/auxiliary/4_21.php
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you're interested please let Gary know and the 

good news is you will be paid for your efforts. After  

the semester begins, Gary will call a meeting to let 

you know the details. 

BIT Family News-  

Rod and his brothers again have gone fishing up in 

the great White North.  Rumor has it trip was wet, 

the fishing not so good, but the company priceless. 

Gary is a now a proud owner of an Xbox.  Becky who 

felt sorry for Caitlyn having to sit with her father all 

summer surprised him with a early Father's Day 

present.  He is enjoying it and is enjoying the 

prospects of programming in the Microsoft XNA 

game environment. 

Rachelle’s daughter Jessica will wed on August 12th.  

Many of you may remember Jess.  She worked in 

the Secretary’s office from 2006 to 2010.  Look for 

wedding pics next issue. 

Expanded circulation - will be working to expand 

the circulation of Bits and Pieces to include 

adjuncts, retirees and friends of BIT. 

Writers wanted – Faculty, retirees and 

adjuncts,  if you have something you'd like to share 

with the rest the Department about a class, a 

student success or something your personal life 

that's important to you, send the story to either 

Rachelle or Gary and we will gladly post it in the 

next issue . 

New Role … 

My personal thanks to Rachelle who got pressed 

into service this summer and did an outstanding 

job…  

As part of my transition from my accident and 

because of the many new initiatives we have to 

follow-up on, Rachelle Hall has been designated the 

assistant chair and will take on some of the 

responsibilities needed to get these new initiatives 

off the ground (paralegal, health information 

management, CIS placement testing and security to 

name a few).  My hope is that this summer I will be 

able to let others take on roles of leadership by 

being the Department Chair over the summer. My 

goal is to make sure that we are well trained for the 

next 40 years of GCC BIT. 

I'm back ….. 

I'm sure it is probably old news by now but I 

returned part-time to GCC.   For me, it has been 

great getting back and I want to thank all of you 

who supported me when I was down. I promise 

motorcycles are no longer in my future and when I 

return full-time on 8/13 I might be a little slower 

than in the past  (this may not be bad) but I'm ready 

to come back and start working again.  Thanks all of 

you for being patient ….  As they say in the Olympics 

… let the games begin!

 


