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BIT Department News ~ Well, we survived 

the start of another school year. Thanks to 

everyone’s hard work and Rachelle’s coordination in 

keeping track of classes, we have prevailed once 

more. In what has been a trying process at times, 

we did manage to get all of our classes staffed, 

despite a few that had to be consolidated and a 

couple that lacked enrollment numbers.  Enrollment 

for BIT was down a couple percentage points this 

semester compared to other GCC Depts., but in 

general we continue to do very well. If you found 

this year's process a little different, part of that was 

by design and part of it was because of changes in 

the RFP and administration requirements.  We still 

want to make our process better.  Let us know what 

you think of how the process went this year and 

what we might change for the spring. Thanks for 

your patience and cooperation. 

Apple Macs in BIT Future?~   “The Apple 

Macintosh in the future of the business information 

technology department? Yes, Virginia it's coming.”   

In the BIT conference room, there is a Macintosh 

iMac computer set up for testing with the plan of 

putting a classroom filled with Macs in the B 

building (and returning the PC’s running Windows 7 

back to the Pit).  The Apple Macintosh, aside from 

gaining in popularity, is 

also important tool as 

we move to mobile 

application courses and 

more graphical gaming 

environments. Many 

classes today that we 

teach can be taught on a multi- platform device 

(such as the Mac or Linux). This means that a Java 

class can be taught with the same development 

software running on Windows, a Macintosh and 

God forbid Linux (only kidding). 

Please go to the BIT conference room and check out 

the Macintosh and let Gary know exactly  what 

you think. If there are issues, please let us know so 

changes can be implemented to the build before 

these computers are installed. We want to ensure 

that these will work for both full-time faculty and 

adjuncts teaching related courses.  I have been 

working with Dorene and Jeff to make sure this is 

successful. 

Campus Closing ~ This past week, we 

encountered something that happens very rarely at 

GCC. They actually had to close classes for the 

afternoon and evening sessions because of a power 

outage.  When looking back in terms of how we 

handled the outage it’s important to remind all 

faculty and adjunct faculty to please make sure that 

their contact numbers are updated in MEMS 

(District HRMS)so that you will be notified by e-mail 

or text message of campus closings. You cannot 

always count on a phone call from BIT Staff. If you 

have any questions about how to set yourself up for 

this type of notification, please contact Sally, Gary 

or Rachelle. 

Honoring Don Ulm ~  As 

reported in the last month's 

edition of Bits and Pieces, we 

have plans to honor Don Ulm’s 

contribution to academics and 

athletics by placing his picture 
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in the student athlete study hall located under the 

GCC Hanhila Field Stadium. Initially, we hoped to 

have this event prior to start of school, but we 

realized that we needed more time dedicated to 

this event.  Sheryl, Beth, Sally, Gary, Dave, Chuck, 

Judy and Jennifer will be working to have the events 

happen this fall so faculty, staff, retirees, friends 

and family can participate. Stay tuned… 

QR Codes~ Many of you may have noticed these 

funny looking symbols on some of 

the doors and inboxes of BIT 

offices. These are QR codes. QR 

codes are way of making 

barcodes to convey text and web 

information. If you have a smart phone you may be 

familiar to QR codes. You will need to have the 

barcode software app installed on your smartphone 

for scanning.  Vanessa will be moving through the 

department asking each of us what you would like 

for your QR code. For my office it was name, title, 

phone number and e-mail.  See Vanessa and she 

will make a QR code for you. 

New Projects~ John Gibson has been charged 

with securing a successful grant for the BIT 

Department and is working with Occupational Dean, 

Dr. Linda Maier, and our new GCC Grants 

Coordinator, Claudia Herrera, to secure that grant.  

John is also working on trying to establish a Health 

Information Technology Program for BIT.  This 

program has been discussed by our advisory 

councils for quite some time now and we are 

working this year to try to put it in place. Stay tuned 

for more information on new projects coming out of 

BIT… 

BIT Family News ~ We have heard about the 

passing of Janet Reckmeyer's mother. Janet was a 

longtime residential faculty member of the BIT and 

we all send sympathies to Janet and her family in 

her time of loss. 

Sheryl Benavides is recovering from her oldest 

daughter moving away to college. Be patient with 

Sheryl we all know how tough this is. Becky and I 

recently became empty nesters as our daughter 

Caitlyn moved into her first apartment. I guess they 

do grow up… 

Sally Hervey is on the mend. After suffering what 

she called sympathy back pains, the doctors are 

making progress and I can assure you she's as 

grouchy as she used to be (see is feeling better). 

Expanded circulation~ We will be working 

to expand the circulation of Bits and Pieces to 

include adjuncts, retirees and friends of BIT. We are 

currently looking for e-mail addresses of our 

retirees so we may build a distribution list. If you 

have current e-mail address of a retiree, adjunct or 

friend, please send it to Sally to be added to our 

circulation distribution list. 

Reminder ~Please don't forget district 

requirements when starting classes this semester. 

One of the things that you're asked to do is report 

any classroom irregularities. 

This is sometimes difficult to remember at the start 

of the busy school year. Be sure you report any 

students who have parents or spouses that work for 

the district as well as any employee or student 

worker who is enrolled in your courses.  Please refer 

to the website if you have any questions. 

Stories wanted ~ Faculty, retirees and adjuncts,  

if you have something you'd like to share with the 

rest the Department about a class, a student 

success or something in your personal life that's 

important to you, send the story to either Rachelle 

or Gary and we will gladly post it in the next issue.

 


